
Office of International Students and Scholars (ISS)  

I would like to take this opportu-

nity to welcome both our return-

ing and new international students 

to Purdue this semester.  For our 

returning students, I hope you had 

a relaxing summer vacation and 

are ready for all that the fall se-

mester will offer you.  As for our 

new students, I believe you will 

find Purdue to be a first-rate insti-

tution situated within a small city 

atmosphere. 

This semester we have welcomed 

more than 1,700 new interna-

tional students.  This number 

consists of approximately 1,000 

undergraduate students and 700 

graduate students.  Our total in-

ternational student enrollment is 

now 5,990 students which  repre-

sents 15% of the Purdue student 

body. 

The Office of International Stu-

dents and Scholars (ISS) remains 

committed to assisting each and 

every one of you.  If you ever have 

any questions or concerns about 

your non-immigrant status, adjust-

ing to American customs, or what-

ever the issue might be, please feel 

free to visit our office.  We have 

walk-in hours Monday through 

Friday, from 9:00 am to 11:30 am 

and 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm (except 

for Thursday mornings).  You can 

also call the ISS Office between 

the hours of 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

and 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm to speak 

directly with an Immigration 

Counselor.  If you would prefer an 

appointment, times are available 

throughout the week and can be 

scheduled by calling our front desk 

at 765-494-5770.  We will assist 

you to the best of our ability. 

I hope you have an enjoyable fall 

semester. 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Brzezinski, Ed.D. 

Interim Vice Provost for Global 

Affairs and Dean of International 

Programs                                       

Director, International Students 

and Scholars 

Directorõs Dish 

The ISS Office is going paperless!   

This adventure began back in April 

2009 with our International Un-

dergraduate Admissions area.  The 

process has since expanded to our 

Immigration area and more 

changes are expected in the future 

(see òImmigration Update: SEVIS 

IIó on page two).  With studentsõ 

former paper files now existing 

electronically, documents have 

greater data security, plus we are 

doing our part to help protect the 

environment.  Currently, all pa-

per forms that are submitted to 

the ISS Office are being scanned 

and kept in studentsõ electronic 

files.  In the future, the paper 

forms will cease to exist entirely, 

with all forms being completed 

and submitted electronically.  So 

the forms on the wall in the ISS 

lobby will soon be a thing of the 

past.  Since these developments 

are part of an ongoing process, 

additional changes are likely and 

will be communicated when ap-

propriate. 

How can you help?  Instead of 
bringing copies of your immigra-
tion documents, such as a new 
passport or visa, or your EAD 
card to the ISS Office, you can 
scan them and submit them via 
email attachment to 
iss@purdue.edu.  However, due 
to the lack of security with email, 
please do NOT submit financial 
documents via email. 
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The Department of Homeland 

Security and SEVP (Student and 

Exchange Visitor Program) have 

announced a major upgrade to the 

SEVIS System, which has been 

titled SEVIS II.  SEVIS (Student 

and Exchange Visitor Information 

System) is the web-based applica-

tion used by offices like ISS to 

interface with various organiza-

tions within the U.S. government.  

This is also the system that gener-

ates I-20s/DS-2019s and where 

required information for each 

student and scholar is maintained.    

The implementation date for 

SEVIS II is set for October 2010, 

though it may be pushed back if 

necessary.   

What does the implementation of 

SEVIS II mean for an international 

student or scholar?  The most 

exciting part is that your I-20/DS-

2019 will become paperless!  

However, this will not take place 

until October 2010, at the earli-

est.  Following the launch of 

SEVIS II, your F1/J1 status will 

continue to be monitored by the 

ISS Office and all reportable infor-

mation will be provided to the 

U.S. Government.  However, you 

will be required to create your 

own SEVIS account and will be-

come responsible for keeping your 

information updated, including 

both your home country and local 

addresses, for example. 

So how will you create your ac-

count?  Information describing this 

transitional phase will be sent to 

your purdue.edu email account 

either later this semester or at the 

beginning of the spring semester.  

It is extremely important that you 

follow the directions given to you 

and comply with these new re-

porting requirements.  In the 

meantime, the ISS Office will 

keep you updated as information 

becomes available. 

Immigration Update: SEVIS II 

spend countless hours learning and 

keeping their knowledge current 

with regard to tax law.   
 

Q: Can the ISS Office advise me 

on an H1-B visa? 

A: The ISS Office cannot provide 

any advice with regard to H-1B 

status unless you are being spon-

sored by Purdue for your H-1B.  If 

Purdue is your H-1B sponsor, 

please work directly with your 

Department Liaison.  Our F-1 and 

J-1 counselors are not allowed to 

advise on H-1B matters under any 

circumstances. 
 

Q: Is it better to go to the ISS 

Office or to hire an immigration 

attorney? 

A: That depends on the question 

or issue.  Call us first; if we can 

help, we will be more than happy 

to do so.  If we are unable to pro-

vide assistance, we will refer you 

to a list of attorneys who should 

be able to assist you. 
 

Q: Where can I find out about my 

employment options? 

A: Employment options for our   

F-1, J-1 and J-2 students and visi-

tors is our specialty!  Visit our 

website, stop by during walk-in 

hours or call; we'll be happy to 

assist you.  Always contact the ISS 

Office to confirm your employ-

ment eligibility BEFORE begin-

ning any employment, whether it 

is on-campus or off-campus. 
 

Q: Can the ISS Office sign a letter 

for my home government to prove 

that I'm enrolled. 

A: Only the Office of the Regis-

trar can confirm your enrollment.   
 

Q: Can my friend, who is not a 
Purdue student, call the ISS Office 
for immigration advice? 
A: Our office is happy to provide 
advice to the students we support; 
however, due to differences in 
programs and sponsor require-
ments, we are not able to provide 
advice for non-Purdue students or 
visitors. 

ISS Services Clarified 
Q: Can the ISS Office help me 

change my status? 

A: The ISS Office is happy to share 

our experienced-based knowledge 

with you for a change of status or 

reinstatement, but this should not 

be considered òlegal adviceó.  

While we may provide advice on F 

and J visa regulations, if there is a 

violation of your status or if you 

have an unusual case that you are 

in doubt of, you should consult a 

knowledgeable immigration attor-

ney.   
 

Q: Does the ISS Office provide 

assistance with filing taxes? 

A: The ISS Office is not able to 

provide advice or assistance with 

filing taxes, but we can point you 

in the right direction by providing 

the various resources that are 

available for assistance.  The 

United States tax code is very long 

and  confusing.  Additionally, each 

country has its own tax treaty with 

the United States.  Tax consultants 
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The Office of International Stu-

dents and Scholars (ISS) is happy 

to introduce a new program start-

ing this fall.  The Boiler Out! Vol-

unteer Program provides interna-

tional students with opportunities 

to engage in  meaningful commu-

nity service projects that reflect 

the programõs three core values of 

Outreach, Understanding, and 

Teamwork.  Boiler Out! partici-

pants do a variety of volunteer 

work alongside both American 

students and local community 

members.  The number of hours 

spent volunteering are recorded 

with qualifying students being 

honored at a reception where they 

will be presented with certificates 

of appreciation.                          

During this past spring semester 

and over the summer, the ISS 

Office piloted projects to make 

sure that the fallõs activities would 

be a success.  Past events in-

cluded: deconstruction at a Habi-

tat for Humanity site, helping at 

Food Finders Food Bank, planting 

trees on Arbor Day with TreeLa-

fayette, helping at the local 

YWCA, and volunteering at the 

Dancing in the Streets Festival. 

Would you like to take part in a 
Boiler Out! event?  If so, watch 
your purdue.edu email account.  
You will receive emails about two 
weeks prior to each event with 
details on how to sign-up.  Since 
the ISS Office provides transporta-
tion to and from the volunteer 
sites, space is limited and is avail-
able on a first-come first-serve 
basis.  But be warned: past events 
have filled up within as little as 24 
hours!   If you have any questions 
about the Boiler Out! Volunteer 
Program or would like more in-
formation, please contact:      
BoilerOut@purdue.edu 

Get Involved: Boiler Out! 
Why do students Boiler Out? 

òIt makes me happy personally 

and with ISS, itõs a whole lot of 

fun, thanks to the counselors 

who make you feel really 

special.ó 

-Leela Rama Roa òRamó Cherukuri 

Graduate Student in the School of 

Aeronautics and Astronautics 

Engineering 

ISS Ins ider 

Top Five Reasons to Boiler Out!: 

1. Itõs intrinsically rewarding. 

2. It will look great on your resume. 

3. Youõll learn new skills. 

4. Itõs a great way to meet people. 

5. Itõs fun! 

 

Pictured Right: International students volunteer at the annual Danc-

ing in the Streets Festival.  Pictured Below: Boiler Out students, 

pictured with Lafayette Mayor, Tony Roswarski, planted trees in 

celebration of Arbor Day. 

 
  Boiler Out! Tiered Certificate Program   

Bronze Level Volunteer 25-49 Hours 

Silver Level  Volunteer 50-74 Hours 

Gold Level  Volunteer 75+ Hours 
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